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dealt with the reasons for the Congress rejecting the interim
Government proposal made by the Viceroy and the Cabinet
Mission in their statement of June 16,
The letter at length referred to the assurances given by the
Viceroy to Mr. Jinnah and said : ** We have stated our
objections to vour proposals of June 16 as well as to your
answers to the questions framed by Mr- Jinnah. These
defects sre grave and would render the working of the
provisional Government difficult and deadlocks are a certainty.
In the circumstances, your proposal cannot fulfil the imme-
diate requirements of the situation or further the cause we
hold dear."
As for the proposals for the long-term settlement there was
every expectation of its being rejected by the Congress if the
Congress demand contained in the Congress President's letter
to the Viceroy sent on June 14 was not accepted. That
demand was that European members of the Bengal and
Assam Legislative Assemblies should not participate in the
elections to the consrituent assembly either by voting or by
standing as candidates.
Perhaps the same day or a day after Gandhiji reiterated the
same demand at a prayer meeting. The constituent assembly,
he said, had to be formed by the elected members of the
provincial legislatures. The 1935 Government of India Act
had given a number of seats in these legislatures to Europeans*
For instance, in Bengal there was a solid block of twenty-five
Europeans. In Assam there were nine. Quite a number of
them were multi-millionaires or their representatives. They
were foreigners, members of the ruling race. They could
have no place in the constituent assembly as candidates, nor
could they as voters return members.
The Cabinet plan had said clearly, he added, that Indians
were to form India's constitution. Lawyer friends had told
him that if the matter were taken to a law court the verdict
would surely go against the Europeans. But from the papers he
had gathered that they did intend to exercise the right which
they thought they had* Till now they had used their vote
to uphold the British power and acted as a wedge between the
Hindus and the Mussulmans. He appealed to them, apart
from the question of legalities, to abstain from interference.
This difficult problem was very easily solved within a  day